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Sonie Ruffin : The Soulful Art of African-American Quilts: Nineteen Bold, Improvisational Projects  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Soulful Art of African-
American Quilts: Nineteen Bold, Improvisational Projects: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Souless African American QuiltsBy sherry boemmelThe book 
arrived promptly and in good shape, but I am very disappointed. I could find no soul in these quilts which were based 
on Gees Bend quilts. The Gees Bend Quilts are not classically beautiful in the sense of expensive materials, careful 
stitching, exacting symmetry and predictable placement of repeating designs. To me Sonie Ruffin squeezed out all the 
art, all the originality and all the life out of the Gees when she followed the exacting rules of classical quilting. She got 
quilts ordinaire instead of quilts extraordinaire. Being African American herself did not seem to connect her to the 
spirit of the Gees quilts.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Extrardinary, inspiring pieces of art!By 
DianeI was amazed by the fabric artistry work of Sonie Ruffin when I saw an exhibition of her pieces in Kansas City. I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1933466332


purchased this book to help inspire my friend in Atlanta, who is beginning to do this type of work. Each of Sonie"s 
quilts tell a story of an experience in her life. Brilliant colored pictures!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. It has wonderful color photosBy Lavonne McClainI have wanted this book for months. It has wonderful color 
photos, history and projects with templates. Love books with templates.

Renowned Kansas City designer and Andover Fabrics artist Sonie Ruffin creates 11 contemporary quilts based on the 
collection featured in "Bold Improvisation: Searching for African American Quilts - The Heffley Collection." Also 
included are original designs and patterns for quilts by Sonie, all part of her quest to learn about her family origins and 
heritage. Sonie's easy-to-follow patterns encourage creativity and simple, quick construction. Each design is paired 
with Sonie's imaginative stories.

About the AuthorFor the past four years, Sonie Ruffin, a self-taught fabric artist and story teller, has carved out a niche 
for herself in the arts community as a fabric artist, fabric designer, and writer. She has lectured and led workshops on 
her work at numerous museums and galleries, as well as exhibited her work. Sonie's art quilts can be found in 
permanent collections at galleries, museums, private and corporate collections. Sonie's vibrant quilts are contemporary 
and bold. They draw from a centuries-old wellspring that explores humanity, through the crux of the African-
American experience. She designs from the heart, painting with fabric and embellishing with her needle to reveal 
universal truths. She is a master at incorporating the boldness of African print fabrics with American print fabrics to 
create striking designs. She incorporates basic block designs with her own personal designs and invites the viewer to 
engage in a mental and spiritual conversation with her artwork. 


