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Franklin M. Arnall : The Padlock Collector: Illustrations and Prices of 2800 Padlocks of the Past 100 Years 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Padlock Collector: 
Illustrations and Prices of 2800 Padlocks of the Past 100 Years: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. No Information, Just PicturesBy Don L. NelsonThis is the first time 
I have been totally disappointed by any reference book I have ever purchased. I should have taken the contents to be 
exactly what the title says, illustrations and pictures of 2800 padlocks. I am a lock collector who has beensearching for 
any type of reference book that would help me establish a timeline for my padlocks. The prices are vastly outdated to 
the point they didn't need to print them, and the pictures are page after page of pictures followed by a list of titles like 
"Yale Towne Mfg. Co.". Thats as far as the book went. When I look at my locks I can see they have "Yale Towne 
Mfg. Co." on the front. The book has nothing to add. No patent dates, no years of production, no models, no links 
between manufacturers, no transitions to different technologies, no useful information at all. I have 70+ Yale Towne 
locks and the book had pictures of about three of them. After finding them I still know as little as before. I paid well 
over $50.00 for the same thing I could get by going to "Google Images". They have the same amount of information. 
Actually, Google Images have some links to actual information. The book has absolutely nothing. I feel like a 
complete idiot for buying the second best (?) book available. Jack Smith has one that is almost impossible to find and 
if you do find it, it will cost you almost $300.00. Not practical. I wonder how Arnall got all those pictures and prices 
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and managed to not know a single thing about the locks, or just avoided putting it in his book. A total rip-off. Don't 
make the mistake I did and get impressed by the number of lock pictures. I could have bought a crate of coloring 
books and gained the same knowledge I got from this book. Save your money and search the internet for libraries. 
They have books and links that may locate information of value. This book is only woth kindling a campfire.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. When reality is the keyBy Frank Biafore IIIThese books are a wonderful 
resource for those individuals that want a lock image as part of a tattoo, but have a need for authenticity in reality of 
the image and what it represents. Represented are the most basic utilitarian locks through locks so unusual and fanciful 
that it is difficult to believe they are real.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Janice R. 
PieperThe book is very informative but the price was quite high.
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