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From Brand: DC Comics : The Man from Krypton: A Closer Look at Superman (Smart Pop series)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Man from Krypton: A 
Closer Look at Superman (Smart Pop series): 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A must have for Superman fansBy Ricky BarlinWhat a great read! 
Most of the essays I agreed with and some I did not, but I enjoyed reading everyone of them. What a fun and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1932100776


intellectual way to look at, who I believe is the greatest character in the history of popular culture.1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. A fun book of essays about Superman from about 9 years ago, so some feel a bit 
datedBy Wayne A McCoy'The Man from Krypton: A Closer Look at Superman' edited by Glenn Yeffeth is a series of 
essays about Superman. Most of them are pretty good, but the collection is about 10 years old, so there are probably 
things that could be updated.Essays include everything from examinations of all the actors who have portrayed 
Superman as actors and voice actors. There is an examination of closed communities and how those might relate in to 
Smallville and the show Smallville. There is an essay by Larry Niven about the impossibility of Superman and Lois 
Lane ever being very intimate. There is an essay wondering why Superman never just stopped Hitler, and giving an 
excellent explanation of why.The book was written while Smallville was still on the air. Lois and Clark wasn't too 
distant. Brandon Routh was about to play him on the big screen (and we all know how that turned out).It's interesting 
viewing a long-lived character like this over the lens of time. Superman has changed because he's had to to stay 
relevant. In the current incarnation of the Man of Steel, he is a dark, brooding character. Some of the essays feel a bit 
dated and I'd love to see a revised version that includes something about the Henry Cavill version of Superman.I 
received a review copy of this ebook from BenBella Books, Smart Pop, and NetGalley in exchange for an honest 
review. Thank you for allowing me to review this ebook.16 of 18 people found the following review helpful. 
Superman is many things to many people.By Dr. Fred R. EichelmanIt is very clear that to each of us Superman is a 
different person and the same goes for his alter ego Clark Kent and the rest of the characters in the DC Universe. As a 
Superman reader and collector for 65 years and as one who used Superman in the classroom for 40 years, I start 
reading any book like this with a prejudiced viewpoint. I know Superman, I was born in his birth city or rather the city 
his creators lived in.I wish I could give this book five stars, some of the selections are sensational. Others kind of go 
against everything I personally believe about The Man of Steel. In some cases I can't believe the authors really read 
the comics or saw the films and TV shows. This is just my perception. I won't cite examples one way or another as this 
is a matter of personal opinion.Over all I love the book and especially enjoyed reading plotlines and quotes from 
various comic books that took me back to when I first read them. You are bound to forget a great deal in 65 years and 
in that context this was a trip down memory lane. However, you can over analyse and I am reminded of college 
English teachers who destroyed more than one person's interest in reading by being picky over every little line in a 
story.Most of the writers were careful in their analysis, using logic and good sense while showing a love for the 
Superman legend. Others over killed by trying to intellectualize everything said or done by Superman, Clark Kent, 
Lois and others no matter how trite. My favorite current reading about Superman is Steve Skelton's, "The Gospel 
According To The World's Greatest Super Hero". That I have read twice since receiving it a month ago.I am glad that 
after the documentation section at the end of each article there is mention of other works by the authors that the reader 
may want to check out. Some I will.

Leading writers discuss, debate, and celebrate the legend of Superman in this anthology, contending that his legend is 
a truly American myth. Superman was an immigrant with little more than the clothes on his back and raised by simple 
farmers, absorbing their humble values. He always chose to do the right thing, fighting for truth, justice, and the 
American way, and represents America at its best. The in-depth analyses of the comics, films and cartoons are at turns 
funny, philosophical, insightful, and personal, exploring every aspect of the Superman legend.

From School Library JournalAdult/High SchoolThese 20 essays examine the Man of Steel from various perspectives, 
including his relationships with women and with Batman, the actors who have portrayed him, and what he stands for. 
The entries are articulate, thought-provoking, and often funny. Lawrence Watt-Evans points out that Superman's suit is 
made from his baby blanketthe ultimate security object. Adam-Troy Castro explains Six Things That Plain Don't Make 
Any Sense about Superman. Other contributors take a more scholarly approach, examining Superman's connections to 
Nietzsche or to Gilgamesh. Some give attention to his alter ego, Clark Kent. Most of the material is recent, except for 
Larry Niven's classic Man of Steel, Woman of Kleenex. This collection is well-rounded, well-chosen, and interesting. 
Any fan of Supermanor anyone with an interest in popular culturewill find it fascinating.Susan Salpini, formerly at 
TASISThe American School in England Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All 
rights reserved.About the AuthorGlenn Yeffeth is the editor of several anthologies in the Smart Pop series, including 
Anthology at the End of the Universe, Farscape Forever!, Five Seasons of Angel, Navigating the Golden Compass, 
Seven Seasons of Buffy, Taking the Red Pill, and What Would Sipowitz Do? He lives in Dallas, Texas. 


