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Oppi Untracht : Metal Techniques for Craftsmen: A Basic Manual on the Methods of Forming and Decorating 
Metals  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Metal 
Techniques for Craftsmen: A Basic Manual on the Methods of Forming and Decorating Metals: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great how to book for many techniques long forgotten here in the 
USA.By William StokesGreat book on almost lost practices-tons of pictures-the techniques are still relevant if the 
sources are not-the book was written in the 60s...You can't find most of this in one volume anywhere else-let alone 
with all of the pictures...it is written for someone who wants to put the techniques to use, not leave the book to keep 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0709107234


the shelf clean... Buy it, read it and get busy!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Information-richBy 
Jane SmithThe pictures are all black and white. This is of course a vintage book. But it details hundreds of metal 
working techniques. If you're looking to make intricate work, check this book out.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. A Truly Classic WorkBy SkittyKittyI checked this book out a few times over twenty years ago in the 
localcounty library, and vowed I'd someday have my own copy.Well, I have one now.It says "Basic Manual" in the 
title, but let me assure you, this isno dumbed down simplistic text. It goes into gloriously Old Worldstyle detail of all 
of the 'basic' physical procedures and techniquesany aspiring metal artist could ever need or want.The late author's 
love for his subject shines brightly through everysingle page. Where in this world can you find that anymore?There's 
even a chapter on iron and steel work, a subject not normallycovered in books intended for jewellers.The one flaw it 
has...is that it's by now years out of print andis edging into the Rare Book category; prices for the remainingeditions 
are going up into the "oh my gods, do I really wanna paythat much for a book??" zone, and I count myself 
EXTREMELY LUCKYto have acquired the one I have at the (comparatively) ridiculouslylow price I paid.It 
absolutely deserves to be reprinted for the up-and-comingyounger folks.

This book gives complete instructions on the handling, working, and finishing of all metals. It begins with basic 
information and the characteristic qualities of each of the metals met by the craftsman, both precious and base. It then 
describes the various techniques in working metals, as well as methods of metal fabrication such as smithing, 
annealing, forging, and casting. The methods of metal finishing, as well as explanations of various hand tools and their 
uses are also included.
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Robert Hale. 


